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The first step, then, in this presumptive evi-
dence, throws back the beginning before a
period of deposition of the earliest strata,
wherein definite remains of life began to ap-
pear. A second inference is more uncertain.
Experience illustrates the multiplying of indi-
viduals of the same species from one common
stock. Both in vegetables and animals thero
is a natural law or cause, which can explain
any increase of number in the same species, its
higher origin being once assumed. When we
have traced the world backward to the date of
the earliest remains that have been discovered,
we may accept the view that a further time is re-
quired for the increase of the individuals in the
same species. But this conclusion is not equally
sure with the last. We have no abstract right
to assume that creation, in every species, fol-
lowed the law revealed in the case of man, and
was confined to the production of one pair alono.
An opposite view seems more probable, that
the number first called into being, in every
case, would bear some relation to the place
every species was designed to fill.

This presumption, then, from the remains of
geology, carries back the date of creation
to the deposition of the Azoic strata, but no
farther. Science gives us no right to invent